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FOREWORD

WALES TO THE WORLD

Thank you for taking the time to look at

this report. Our commitment to

improving well-being in Wales can only

be achieved if we find ways of  bringing

international learnings to Wales. 

 

I'm clear, that Wales too, has

something to offer to countries and

organisations across Wales. 

 

The United Nations said, in reference to

the Well-being of Future Generations

Act 'What Wales is doing today, the

world will do tomorrow." 

 

I'm very proud of the work we're

doing in Wales, and I'm keen to

share that work. The challenges

facing Wales (including climate

change, automation, an older

population etc) are not unique to us,

and they must be faced collectively. 

Wales' contribution to these global

challenges is significant and necessary. 

 

Since the Act was passed, we have

seen several countries look to Wales for

leadership on how they too, can adopt

similar legislative measures to put well-

being at the heart of decision making. 

 

I hope this report highlights the

opportunities we have sourced as an

Office to bring the best learnings to

Wales and how we intend on

developing further relationships in

international policy makers, NGOs and

academia to ensure we remain at the

cutting-edge of innovation and policy

setting. 

 

We want you to be a part of that

journey and we welcome and value

your contributions and support. 



WALES TO THE WORLD

OUR 

IMPACT

IMPACT MEASUREMENTS

The impact of the work of the Future Generations

Commissioner for Wales can be categorised under the

following 5 impact measurements. 

 

They have been formed to support the Commissioners' 4

strategic purposes:

 

1. Highlight the big issues, challenges and opportunities facing

future generations

 

2. Support and challenge public bodies to think about the

long-term impact

 

3. Work with others to drive the change needed

 

4. Walk the talk – being the change we want to see in others

 

 

ISSUES ON THE

AGENDA

Pages: 4 - 10

SECURED

PROCEDURAL

CHANGE

 

INFLUENCED

PRACTICAL CHANGE

Pages: 14
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Pages: 11 - 12
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IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

This impact demonstrates how the Commissioner is

ensuring her work and the Well-being of Future

Generations Act is being used and presented at various

opportunities (from speeches, meetings, the media and

conferences etc). 

THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH LEVEL

POLITICAL FORUM

The HLPF is the main United Nations platform on

sustainable development and it has a central role in

the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) at the global level. The

Forum adopts intergovernmentally negotiated

political declarations.

 

The Commissioner addressed the 'Leaving no one

behind' session at the UN in July 2018 alongside:

 

- Ms. Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Member, UN Committee

on Development Policy, and Professor of

International Affairs, The New School

 

- Ms. Victoria Tauli Corpuz, UN Special Rapporteur

on the rights of indigenous peoples

 

- Ms. Sylvia Beales, Strategic Adviser, Gray Panthers

(Stakeholder Group on Ageing)

 

 

Check out the speech and agenda below

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=20000&nr=4166&menu=2993
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&nr=872&type=12&menu=1807&template=1042&play=4003


WALES TO THE WORLD

IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

THE 5TH GLOBAL CONFERENCE OF

YOUNG PARLIAMENTARIANS

“I wish to thank you most warmly for your participation in the Fifth Global Conference of Young
Parliamentarians entitled Promoting sustainability, protecting the interests of future generations that
took place in Baku, Azerbaijan, on 14 and 15 December 2018. Your insightful and compelling
presentation on what parliaments and young members can do to establish and strengthen bodies for
future generations was a valuable contribution. It astutely set the tone for rich and constructive debates
and helped shape the Conference’s discussions and conclusions. Your personal involvement in the
Conference was invaluable in contributing to its success and to the wider parliamentary youth
empowerment agenda. I would like to thank you once again for your meaningful contribution towards
the realization of objectives that we both hold dear.”
 
Martin Chungong, Secretary General
Inter-Parliamentary Union

On 14 and 15 December 2018, young members of
national parliaments came together in Baku to attend
the Fifth IPU Global Conference of Young
Parliamentarians. On the theme of Promoting
sustainability, protecting the interests of future
generations, the Conference is being jointly
organized by the IPU and the National Assembly of
Azerbaijan. 
 
The Commissioner sent a video to the conference -
and you can find it below, along with the conference
report. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZUiKGLufGQ&list=PLLwJpE_EfvM6LrJHWYyCVv5DZon6feDb5&index=3
https://www.ipu.org/event/fifth-global-conference-young-parliamentarians


WALES TO THE WORLD

IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

WORLD GOVERNMENT SUMMIT

"What you are doing in Wales is so important. We are
very interested in what you have developed and how
we can learn from you. It was an honour for us to
have you here in Dubai and I look forward to
continuing our relationship."

H.E. Ohood Al Roumi
Minister of State for Happiness and Well-being, United Arab Emirates 

On the 10th of February 2019, the Commissioner
spoke at the World Government Summit in Dubai.
At the invitation of the United Arab Emirates'
Minister of State for Happiness and Well-being,
the Commissioner addressed the Global
Happiness Forum. 
 
The Commissioner met with several international
organisations including the OECD, Positive
Planet, New Cities Foundation and the UNDP.
The Commissioner also met with representatives
of the UAE and New Zealand Governments. 
 
You can find information about the Summit below
and the Commissioner's speech below.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5erVqthMd4c
https://www.worldgovernmentsummit.org/
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IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

NETWORK OF INSTITUTIONS FOR

FUTURE GENERATIONS (NIFG) 

“Sophie Howe as Chair has been instrumental in showcasing the International Network of Institutions
for Future Generations (NIFG) in the international arena. This includes with Mr. Yuwang Zhu, Director
of Sustainable Development Division, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs and Mr Erik
Solheim, United Nations Environment Programme Executive Director. Under her leadership members
have developed a methodology of sharing best practice in areas of interest, amongst others the Welsh
‘Plant!’ scheme served as one of the role models for the Hungarian ‘Tree Sibling’ initiative. Institutional
engagement with UN Sustainable Development Goals is a common project among many of NIFG
members and under her leadership we co-organised an international conference “A co-creation
towards an institution for Future Generations in the Netherlands” in The Hague in February 2017."

Anna Martinez-Zemplén,
Secretariat for the Network of Institutions for Future Generations

The Network of Institutions for Future Generations is
an independent, non-formal network of institutions
worldwide for the protection of the interests of future
generations. The NIFG's primary goal is the sharing
of knowledge and dissemination of best practices of
its member institutions engaged in the promotion of
responsible, long-term governance, taking into
consideration the wellbeing of our descendants and
their natural environment. NIFG consists of a diversity
of institutions, highlighting the need as well as the
opportunity to safeguard the interests of future
generations through different means and across
various disciplines.
 
The Commissioner is the current Chair of NIFG.

http://futureroundtable.org/en/web/network-of-institutions-for-future-generations/welcome
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IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

ONE YOUNG WORLD

One Young World identifies, promotes and connects the
world’s most impactful young leaders to create a better
world, with more responsible, more effective leadership.
 
The annual One Young World Summit convenes the
brightest young talent from every country and sector,
working to accelerate social impact. Delegates from 190+
countries are counselled by influential political, business
and humanitarian leaders such as Justin Trudeau, Paul
Polman and Meghan Markle, amongst many other global
figures.
Delegates participate in four transformative days of
speeches, panels, networking and workshops. All
Delegates have the opportunity to apply to give keynote
speeches, sharing a platform with world leaders with the
world’s media in attendance. 
 
The agenda is shaped by the One Young World
Community through the Global Consultation Process,
ensuring maximum relevance to the issues affecting
young people. As well as listening to keynote speakers,
Delegates have the opportunity to challenge, interact and
be mentored by world leaders.
 
The Commissioner is a member of the OYW Advisory
Board for London 2019 and will have speaking
opportunities at the event. 
 
The Commissioner is developing her own Leadership
Academy - if you're interested in supporting its delivery
and development, let us know.
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IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

NEXT GENERATION FORESIGHT

PRACTITIONERS (NGFP)
NETWORK

"The UK has a lot to learn from other countries that have been using foresight for decades. With
our Well-being of Future Generations legislation, it was particularly clear to me that we in Wales should
be looking to learn from and emulate good practice elsewhere. At a NGFP conference in Brussels, Pei
Shan Lim, who is the Head of the Centre for Strategic Futures in Singapore, outlined the approach that
has been taken since the late 1980s. The centre operates like a think-tank within the Singapore
government, which she described as “having the power to influence internally but also being able to
extensively leverage external networks. Whilst we have legislation about futures thinking in Wales, we
are lagging behind many other places in terms of how we use futures and foresight techniques. I hope
to be a part of improving this through my involvement with the Next Generation Foresight Practitioners
network, sharing ideas and inspiring change..."

Cathy Madge
Lead Change Maker, Office of the Future
Generations Commissioner for Wales 

In November 2018, Cathy Madge from our Office
went to Brussels as part of the Next Generation
Foresight Practitioners (NGFP) network, a group
of under 35s who are leading their communities
in planning and shaping the future. She was
named the Europe Special Awardee after
entering the NGFP competition earlier this year.
 
Cathy also leads on Futures within the Office and
has organised a series of sessions, titled,
'Futures Fridays' to give futurists and experts in
future trends the opportunity to share their work
with us. 

http://futuregenerations.wales/news/a-bad-week-to-be-a-brit-in-brussels-foresight-and-whether-we-could-have-predicted-brexit/
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IMPACT 1

ISSUES ON THE AGENDA

OLIVER CADIC

SENATOR, FRENCH PARLIAMENT

A VISIT BY CHINESE

MAYORS
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IMPACT 2

ENCOURAGED DISCURSIVE

COMMITMENTS

UK SDG VOLUNTARY

NATIONAL REVIEW

The Commissioner convened 2 SDG

Stakeholder Summits

The Commissioner spoke at the

High Level Political Forum in 2018

The Office of the Future

Generations Commissioner has

been influential and essential in

encouraging discursive

commitments between Welsh

Government and the UK

Department for International

Development. In particular, the

Office was instrumental in

ensuring that the UK Voluntary

National Review on their progress

to achieving the UN 17 Sustainable

Development Goals   would

include a Welsh contribution. 

 

In partnership with Welsh

Government and several

organisations in Wales, the

Commissioner held two SDG

Stakeholder Summits to inform

the Government's response to the

UK Government. 

 

This work highlighted the

Commissioner's unique role in

bringing stakeholders together

to discuss international affairs. 
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IMPACT 2

ENCOURAGED DISCURSIVE

COMMITMENTS

INTERACTION COUNCIL 

Support the Council's One Health One

Planet initiative

Support the InterAction Youth Council

Continue the role of bringing

organisations together 

The InterAction Council was established in

1983 as an independent international

organization to mobilize the experience,

energy and international contacts of a group

of statesmen who have held the highest

office in their own countries. Council

members jointly develop recommendations

and practical solutions for the political,

economic and social problems confronting

humanity.

 

In July 2018, the Commissioner was invited

to participate in an interAction Council

meeting alongside the UNDP, World Bank

and the International Rotary. 

 

The meeting focused on the One Health One

Planet initiative. The Commissioner supports

the collaborative approach of the

InterAction Council and in November 2018

convened a joint meeting with the

InterAction Council to discuss governance

for future generations. The meeting

identified a need to create a Leadership for

Future Generations Academy. 

 

The Commissioner continues to advise the

InterAction Council where appropriate and

looks forward to support the Council's

developments of a Youth Councl. 

 

https://www.interactioncouncil.org/
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AFFECTED POLICY CONTENT

The Commissioner and her team

look forward to drawing on our

networks, partners and knowledge

in assisting Welsh Government

with the drawing up of its

International Strategy.

 

The Commissioner was pleased to

hear the Minister for International

Relations refer to the Well-being

of Future Generations Act in her

speech on launching the

conversation on the International

Strategy.

 

The Commissioner will support

Welsh Government to ensure

their consultation is meaningful

and that all 5 ways of working

are considered in the

development and delivery of the

strategy.

WELSH GOVERNMENT

INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY
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INFLUENCED PRACTICAL

CHANGE

One of the Commissioner's largest

programmes of work is the 'Art of the

Possible' where we attempt to support

public bodies and others deliver on the

aspirations set out in the Well-being of

Future Generations Act. 

 

One way of influencing practical

change has been demonstrated

through the national goal of 'a globally

responsible Wales.' 

 

 

A Globally Responsible Wales

 

“A nation which, when doing anything

to improve the economic, social,

environmental and cultural well-being

of Wales, takes account of whether

doing such a thing may make a

positive contribution to global well-

being”

 

Our Simple Changes set out what

public bodies could do to contribute to

a globally responsible Wales. 

 

Check them out here

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are also in the process of

developing a Journey Checker which

will include international case-studies. 

 

Please get in touch if you have any

examples that we could share. 

.

A GLOBALLY

RESPONSIBLE WALES

 

https://futuregenerations.wales/aotp/global-resonsibility/


WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

In May 2018, Professor Michael

Moore (Australia) wrote an

article on the Well-being of

Future Generations Act. The

Commissioner met with Prof.

Murray at the Inter-Action

Council in Edinburgh in 2018.

 

 

"The Act is aspirational and I think its something governments
all around the world could learn from because when you have
aspirational legislation it allows a series of other things to fall
into place. Without vision, without inspiration and without
aspiration, failure to manage the present will cost us the
future. It has been done. It can be done. The Welsh have taken
the step. The ACT (Australian Capital Territory) can make a
similar choice. Environmental impact assessments have
demonstrated that it can be done in Australia. Now it’s time to
seek equitable social, economic and environment
sustainability. It's a fabulous piece of legislation that I hope
others copy it. Generally, on behalf of the Public Health
Association of Australia, and the World Association I've been
advocating work for the Act. This legislation gives me a lever to
push people. It's a really important piece of legislation
internationally.   ”
 
Professor Michael Moore, former member of the Australian Capital
Territory Legislative Assembly and an independent minister for health
in the Carnell government.

https://citynews.com.au/2018/moore-you-may-say-im-a-dreamer/


WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

During the Commissioner's

visit to the US in 2017 (as a

member of the US State

Department funded

International Visitor

Leadership Programme) she 

 visited several US Cities and

Towns.

 

“…We’re very interested in all of the sustainability
initiatives that we’ve been hearing about today
happening in Wales the (Well-being of) Future
Generations Act sounds like a very exciting move
that I hope we can emulate here in Austin. I feel like
we are a city that’s doing a lot around sustainability
but the fact that Wales has recognized future
generations is the way to speak about why we’d be
doing sustainability, why it’s important. I think it’s
brilliant, so I hope we can keep up our sharing of
information…”

Lucia Athens
Chief Sustainability Officer (City of Austin, Texas)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRGf_FhfHcI&feature=youtu.be


WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

During the Commissioner's

visit to the US in 2017 (as a

member of the US State

Department funded

International Visitor

Leadership Programme) she 

 visited several US Cities and

Towns.

 

“The legislation (Well-being of Future Generations Act) is
remarkable in terms of its breadth, its coverage and ambition.
There’s nothing quite like it anywhere else in the world at this
point. Though there are elements of it in a number of
jurisdictions. I am enormously impressed with the amount of
work the Commission has done in a very short space of time to
seek to give expression to the legislation and to make it work.
It seems to me that the Commissioner, Sophie Howe has led a
very strong team of people, who have no doubt worked
extremely hard and to have been very innovative in the way
that they have approached the task of seeking to give
expression to the Act. I think in one’s language you would say,
“one would take ones hat off.” I’m sure that Wales is going to
be one of the lighthouses on the horizon that will be shining a
beacon that will be of relevance to many, many other
jurisdictions…”

Prof Jonathan Boston
Professor of Public Policy at Victoria University 
(Wellington, New Zealand)



WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

During the Commissioner's visit

to the US in 2017 (as a member

of the US State Department

funded International Visitor

Leadership Programme) she 

 visited several US Cities and

Towns.

 

“From a New Zealand perspective, (the Well-being of Future
Generations Act is) a fascinating illustration of a process that
seems to believe that determining and promoting well-being
is not just a National Government responsibility but inherently
involves councils, other public body entities and very
importantly the community itself. This is how it should happen
in New Zealand. When you think about well-being its
inherently about people and communities. That is what, from
my perspective most important about the Welsh approach.
The Future Generations activity here represents to me an
extremely worthwhile example of how you can bring
together national government, local government and
communities in determining what are aspects of wellbeing
that matter and how best to realise those. I’m really excited
with what I’ve seen around the developments so far.”

Peter McKinlay
Director, Local Government Think Tank



WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

During the Commissioner's visit

to the US in 2017 (as a member

of the US State Department

funded International Visitor

Leadership Programme) she 

 visited several US Cities and

Towns.

 

“… I believe what you are doing in Wales is one of the most
profound changes that has ever been made. I want to help
the (Well-being of) Future Generations Act to go all over the
place. I want it up there. I want it up there in Scotland, I want
our friends in Ireland to be doing it, I want our friends in
France, and Italy, and Germany doing it because we owe it
everybody, wherever they come from. The work that is being
done here
(in Wales), by the Commissioner down here is gold dust. It has
to be propagated about and it has to go mainstream…”
Lord John Bird
Founder of the Big Issue and Cross-bench Peer at the House of Lords

https://soundcloud.com/user-296556759/howe-to-change-the-future-episode-1-with-lord-john-bird


WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

During the Commissioner's visit

to the World Government

Summit, she met with Meike.

Meike Bartels is Professor in

Behavior and Quantitative

Genetics at the Department of

Biological Psychology, EMGO+-

Institute, VU University

Amsterdam. She holds a

University Research Chair in

Genetics and Wellbeing.

"I think the beauty of it (the Well-being of Future Generations
act) is that it's a plan that has multiple aspects. It overcomes
the one size fits all that has been proven not to be working.
Altogether, I think its a major step forward that I think should
be implemented in every country."

Prof Meike Bartels
Professor in Genetics and Well-being



WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

During the Commissioner's visit to

the World Government Summit, she

met with John John had previously

been Executive Chairman of

PublicisLive in Geneva,responsible for

the production of some of the world’s

most prestigious events, in particular

the World Economic Forum’s Annual

Meeting in Davos and other WEF

events around the world. In 2010, the

President of France asked him to

organize the e-G8 Forum on the

future of the Internet..

 

John Rossant
Founder and CEO, New Cities Foundation 

"I've been very very interested to hear about how Wales has
become a pioneer in the promotion of well-being for future
generations. It's an approach that I think is very useful. It can
work in many other geographies across the world."

John Rossant
Founder and CEO, New Cities Foundation 



WALES TO THE WORLD

THE WORLD TO
WALES

in their words....

The Commissioner met with Ian

on her visit to the World

Government Summi. Ian

Gorst (born 15 December

1969[citation needed]) is an

elected member of States of

Jersey since 5 December 2005

and is the Minister for External

Relations. He previously served

as the Chief Minister of

Jersey for two terms,

"It's been a real pleasure for me today to meet the Future
Commissioner [sic] for Wales and learn about all the exciting
things that we're just starting to think about that you in Wales
have already put into statue and already seeing exciting
projects."

Ian Gorst
Minister of International Relations, Government of Jersey 



SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
GOALS
 The Commissioner and her team

are advocates and supporters of

the UN Sustainable

Development Goals. After two

successful SDG Stakeholder

summits, the Commissioner is

working with Welsh Government

and others to establish a

coalition of organisations in

Wales to discuss and continue

Wales' approach to the SDGs. 

 

The 7 National Well-being Goals'

indicators can be mapped against

the 17 SDGs - and this information

is available on the Welsh

Government website. 

 

The Commissioner is always

interested to hear about work

that is contributing to the 7

National Well-being Goals or the

17 UN SDGs. Please share with us

your stories, case studies and

experiences. 

 

https://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/national-indicators-mapping-well-being-goals/?tab=data&lang=en


FUTURE

GENERATIONS

LEADING THE WAY

INTERNATIONALLY

From inside and outside the classroom
- our future generations are doing
their bit for sustainable development.
We are currently working on a school
resource on the Well-being of Future
Generations Act - if you'd like to get
involved let us know. We're also
working with Scouts Cymru on
developing a Future Generations
badge. So watch this space! 

MILBROOK PRIMARY

 

There are many schools and pupils across Wales who are doing their bit for
sustainable development. One of those schools is Milbrook Primary in
Newport, who have embedded the Well-being of Future Generations Act into
their school environment. They have used the Act in meetings and events all
across the world! Good job!
 
Let us know if your school is doing something around the Act or the SDGs!

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/02/meet-the-worlds-first-future-generations-commissioner


WE  ARE  WORLDWIDE
 

From the Netherlands to New York, Melbourne to Dubai - the Well-being of Future Generations

Act is being shared, debated and admired. You can find more information about our

international work on our website or on our social media platforms. 

 

https://twitter.com/futuregencymru
https://www.instagram.com/futuregencymru/?hl=en
http://futuregenerations.wales/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-future-generations-commissioner/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk85gKpgMoLnhZUEppk0UtA
https://soundcloud.com/user-296556759

