Project Ynni FAQs

The Future Generations Commissioner for Wales has (14 July 2026) launched Project
Ynni, an initiative that will help examine and inform Wales’ transition to a net zero
energy system built on renewable energy. As part of this work, he intends to use the
strongest power available to us under the Well-being of Future Generations Act-a
Section 20 Review.

Through this review, the Commissioner hopes to identify practical recommendations
that can help public bodies and Welsh Ministers maximise the benefits of Wales’s
energy transition for current and future generations.

Q. Why this issue?

Since Derek Walker took on the role of Commissioner in March 2023, individuals,
communities and public bodies across Wales have consistently raised energy, ynni, as a
priority issue. The message we have heard is clear: too many people feel that the
transition to a net zero energy system is not yet delivering the long-term benefits it
should for communities, nor fully reflecting the principles and five ways of working set
out in the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act. Many are also concerned that
our renewable energy capacity is not increasing quickly enough and point out that
Wales is not on track to meet its target of 100% renewable electricity by 2035.

The urgent need to transition to renewable energy also offers Wales a generational
opportunity to increase community benefit, strengthen local resilience and support
well-being. By taking a long-term approach, we can help ensure that the benefits of this
transition are felt by communities across Wales, now and in the future.

Q. What is a Section 20 Review?

A ‘Section 20’ review is a formal review undertaken by the Commissioner to assess
whether a public body is implementing the Act and whether it is safeguarding the ability
of future generations to meet their needs.

The purpose of this review is to examine how Welsh Ministers and public bodies are
planning for and delivering energy policy and infrastructure in ways that are consistent
with the Well-being of Future Generations Act. It will provide advice and
recommendations to Ministers and public bodies, which they must formally respond to.


https://futuregenerations.wales/discover/about-future-generations-commissioner/commissioner-for-wales/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/section/20
https://futuregenerations.wales/discover/about-future-generations-commissioner/future-generations-act-2015/
https://futuregenerations.wales/discover/about-future-generations-commissioner/commissioner-for-wales/

As part of the review, the Commissioner can require relevant information from the
public body and can make recommendations for improvement. The review and any
recommendations must be published and shared with Welsh Ministers.

In practice, a Section 20 review is one of the Commissioner's strongest accountability
mechanisms.

Q. What are Wales’ energy targets and are we on track?

e Wales saw renewable capacity grow by 4.1%, from roughly 3.7 GW in 2023 to
3.85 GW in 2024. The capacity increase in Wales was smaller than Scotland’s
(+12.9%) or England’s (+5.7%) (but still represents progress).

e Whilst there have been important recent developments, Wales is not currently
on track to meet its 100% renewable electricity target by 2035.

e More broadly, the new Plaid Cymru has committed to reaching net zero by 2040,
10 years faster than the UK’s legally binding goal.

Q. How do we know energy is a key issue for Wales?

Energy sits at the centre of some of the greatest challenges facing Wales today—
shaping household affordability, economic inequality, and our response to the climate
and nature emergencies.

Some public bodies are struggling with capacity to process applications for
new renewable schemes and believe the current approach is too reactive. Energy sector
representatives express frustration about the time it takes to deliver new schemes.

And whilst there are high levels of public support for renewable energy, some
communities have concerns that include: worry about the visual impact, about wildlife
disruption and land use changes especially in ecologically sensitive areas; calls for
more of the economic and social benefits to stay in Wales; and the desire for more
and/or better involvement in shaping decisions about schemes.

This work builds on previous listening and involvement work undertaken by my office,
including recommendations made in my Future Generations Report (April 2025), and
written advice provided to the previous Welsh Government on the draft Renewable
Energy Sector Deal (March 2026).


https://futuregenerations.wales/cym/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Future-Generations-Report-2025.pdf
https://futuregenerations.wales/news/make-communities-a-strong-part-of-energy-plans-calls-commissioner/

Q. Energy covers a broad range of issues. How will you choose what to look at?

Energy policy is a big subject area and we expect there will be considerable interest
from a large number of people and organisations. As a result, during July-September
2026 we will involve and consult key stakeholders in order to prioritise the review on one
or two discreet subject areas where the Commissioner can add value to the approachin
Wales. We want to avoid raising expectations that this review will cover every related
subject. That is not possible with the resources available.

Q. What’s the timeline of this work?
The work will be delivered over the following phases:

1. July - September 2026 - initial stakeholder involvement to determine where exactly
to focus.

During July — September 2026, the Commissioner’s team is undertaking an initial
involvement phase to ensure that the review focuses on the area where it can be most
impactful and add the most value. This will involve engaging with stakeholders to test
themes, identify priorities and understand the most pressing opportunities and
challenges facing Wales’s energy future.

2. October-February 2027 - Undertake the review. Research, analysis and deeper
involvement.

The Review will be formally triggered in October 2026 and will run until March 2027. We
will be seeking evidence and perspectives from stakeholders. | am keen that this work
benefits from a wide range of expertise and lived experience. Your insights will be
invaluable in helping us understand how Wales can take a long-term, collaborative,
preventative and inclusive approach to energy that supports people, planet and places.

3. March- April 2027. Publish findings and recommendations.

Q. How can | get involved, who should | contact?

The review is being led by my office, with the majority of research and analysis being
undertaken by Joe Rossiter of the Institute of Welsh Affairs, following a competitive
procurement process. The IWA has a strong track record of impactful policy work in this
area and will support a robust, evidence-based approach.


https://www.iwa.wales/

The main opportunity for involvement will be once the Review is formally triggered in
early October

For more information, contact review@futuregenerations.wales or
helen.nelson@futuregenerations.wales



mailto:review@futuregenerations.wales
mailto:helen.nelson@futuregenerations.wales

